James E. Meyer
October 10, 1941 - September 9, 2019

James Meyer, 77, of Bellevue died Monday September 9, 2019 at home surrounded by
his family following a battle with cancer.
Jim was born October 10, 1941 to Chester and Pauline (Haan) Meyer. He graduated from
Pennfield High School in 1959, and later graduated from Ferris State with his associate’s
degree in ophthalmology and a bachelor’s degree in business. He was a proud member of
TKE.
After college Jim started working as an Optician in the family business, Brunner Optical of
Battle Creek and Marshall. He left Brunner Optical and went to Kalamazoo Optometry for
18 years. He then finished his career with South Michigan Ophthalmology in Marshall
retiring in 2015 after over 50 years in the optical business.
Jim was an avid fisherman and duck hunter. He loved to build his own fishing rods, lures
and tie flies. To say fishing was a big part of his life would be an understatement. You
would be hard pressed to find a body of water he hadn’t fished. He loved to fly fish
especially with the rods and flies he had made. Walleye fishing was his other passion,
whether it was a small inland lake or Saginaw Bay the fish didn’t stand a chance. Then
there was duck hunting from North Dakota to the blinds on Morrow pond. The most
important part of Jim’s fishing and hunting adventure’s was sharing them with friends and
family. He loved to take people out for his adventures, you were never too young to go. He
was a member of the NRA, Ducks Unlimited, and Trout Unlimited.
College is where he met the love of his life Donna E. Anderson. They were married on
September 25, 1965 in Caro, Michigan. They went on to raise two boys, Steve (Jennifer)
Meyer and Jordan Meyer.
He is survived by his wife of 53+yrs, Donna (Anderson) Meyer of Bellevue; son Steven
(Jennifer) Meyer of Bellevue, granddaughter Denali (Jordan) Smith of Bellevue;
granddaughter Carli Meyer of Bellevue; great granddaughters Lillian and Spencer Smith of
Bellevue and brother Gary (Robin) Meyer of Parchment; along with countless family
members and close friends. He was proceed in death by his parents; son Jordan Meyer;
and brothers John and Robert Meyer.
Family will greet friends and family from 4-7pm on Thursday, September 12, 2019 at the
Bellevue Chapel of the Kempf Family Funeral and Cremation Services 205 N. Elizabeth

St. Bellevue. Funeral services celebrating Jim’s life will take place at 11am on Friday
September 13, 2019 at First Baptist Church in Bellevue with the Reverend Donald Francis
officiating. Interment will follow at Riverside Cemetery Bellevue. Family will gather with
friends following the committal service at First Baptist Church in Bellevue. Memorial
contributions may be made to Hospice of Southwest Michigan, Palative Care of Charlotte,
the American Cancer Society, or Ducks Unlimited. Assistance with memorials is available
at Kempf Family Funeral and Cremation Services.
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Comments

“

Shared many good times at the Meyer house during high school. Fun times.

Bob Massimino - 10 hours ago

“

Mike And Sandy Crawford lit a candle in memory of James E. Meyer

Mike and Sandy Crawford - September 13 at 12:33 PM

“

Catherine Wilgenhof lit a candle in memory of James E. Meyer

Catherine Wilgenhof - September 12 at 08:38 PM

“

Uncle Jim. You had your own style. And it was like no other. Quick with a smile, your
unique voice and laughter were warm and welcoming. You always had great stories
to tell. The memories we shared became part of who I am. You took me fishing
(enough said) and oh yeah, you probably saved my life while ice skating at the
quarry. Not to mention Barrington and just how loud you snored. I’m grateful to have
so many wonderful things to look back upon. I’m happy you got to meet my children.
I was very proud to introduce them to you and Donna. I have often told them about
you and your family (the whole Meyer family) and the fun times we had together.

Thank you (and Donna) for taking the time. For planning the trips, loading the car,
untangling fishing line, for explaining and all the while… for sharing your glow of life
with me. Although you’re not an aunt or uncle by blood, you certainly played that role
very well. Uncle Jim, until we meet again…
Sam Shearer - September 12 at 11:34 AM

“

Aunt Donna and Family, I am so sorry to hear about the loss of such an important
person. It was a joy to know him and be a part of the family for the 10+ years that I
was. You have truly lost a good man. My heart and prayers are with you as you
remember The great memories I know you have.

Melissa Hatmaker - September 11 at 11:57 AM

“

This goes back many years ago when Jim was in college. One week end he came
home and told his Mother (my sister Pauline) that he had met a really nice girl and
after telling Pauline how wonderful she was, he said " and I think she Likes me!' That
lovely lady was Donna and I think she Liked him a Lot! A great wife to a great guy!

Janet A. Gedris - September 11 at 08:37 AM

“

Dear Donna, We are sending our love from Colorado to you and the family. So sorry to
hear of Jim's passing. You are all in our prayers and in our hearts.
XO Mary & Brian Haan (Theron & Ariel too)
Mary Wohl Haan - September 14 at 12:03 AM

“

Jim we have shared so many wonderful holidays, and birthdays with you and
Donna.and sharing such beautiful grand children,and great grand children, have
created memories that will be treasures to us now..I so loved your laugh, when we
shared stories of things the girls said or did.I never knew my grandfathers, so
thankful our grand cildren knew you, loved you, sure your family was there to meet
you. Sure Jordan was at the front of the line. Rest in peace dear friend.you were and
are still so loved!

Butch and Cindy Martens - September 10 at 08:41 PM

“

Donna,
Condolences from an old bowling friend. Memories & family support will help through
this difficult time. Blessings.

Shirley (Link) Weers
Shirley Link Weers - September 10 at 05:23 PM

“

You have my deepest sympathy on the loss of this treasured family guy. What a nice,
kind man. I know how difficult it is. God bless you all. Jan Smith

Jan MacLeod Smith - September 10 at 01:58 PM

