Ruth Idella Mills
June 6, 1928 - September 9, 2019

Ruth Idella (Bearman) Mills, age 91, a lifelong Albion resident, passed away Monday
morning at her home in Albion with her beloved husband Harold and family by her side.
Ruth was born on June 8, 1928 in Albion to Larry and Beatrice (Gunn) Bearman. She
grew up in Albion where her father was a long serving police officer. Ruth was a member
of the Albion Washington Gardner High School, class of 1946. While in high school as
most of her generation did she took a job for after school where she worked at McLellan’s
Dime Store in downtown Albion.
She met Harold C. Mills when he was freshly discharged from the U.S. Navy after WWII.
He strolled into his favorite downtown Albion restaurant, Hamburger Haven, with a buddy.
They struck up a conversation with Ruth and her sister Beulah. They needed a ride home
so Harold gladly provided that, recognizing a classy lady when he met one! Ruth felt the
same way, breaking a date with her boyfriend ! The couple dated, fell in love (and stayed
in love for over 71 years!) and were married on September 26, 1948 at the parsonage of
the First Baptist Church in Albion. She was a member of the church the rest of her life.
After her marriage she worked with her husband Harold, his father, and his brothers at the
Mills’ family business in Albion, the GEM Dairy where she dealt with the public, selling
milk, eggs, dairy products and making many ice cream creations for Albion residents !
Once Harold and Ruth started their family with the arrival of their firstborn, son Harold L.
Mills, Ruth became a stay at home mom. Their son Douglas E. Mills and daughter Carol
Ann Mills followed to keep Ruth busy! The GEM Dairy was sold by the Mills family in 1959.
Harold joined the U.S. Postal Service as a postal carrier in Albion. Ruth returned to the
work force as the children went to school , returning to work at McLellan’s Dime Store into
the 1970’s. She enjoyed her most important role in life as loving wife, mother,
grandmother and matriarch for her family most of all.
Harold and Ruth loved to dance together for many years. Most of all they loved being with

each other. A ride in the car together around the Albion community every evening was a
well kept tradition for many years, right up until just before her passing. The family has
hardly a picture of Ruth (or Harold) alone, they were always in any picture together which
well represents their lifelong passion for each other.
Ruth loved gardening which was very obvious to anyone driving by the Mills’ home! She
was an active member of the Albion Garden Club for many years where she
enthusiastically participated in their projects. She participated in Albion veteran’s events
with her husband Harold.
Ruth was an active volunteer in the Albion Community. While her children were growing
up she volunteered as a Cub Scout Den Mother, Campfire leader, and PTA member.
While her children played school sports, Ruth was a constant presence setting in the
stands next to Harold cheering them on ! She was a member of the Entre News Club and
the Albion Hospital Service League. She was a familiar face at Red Cross Blood Drives in
Albion, volunteering alongside her husband Harold.
Ruth leaves behind her beloved husband Harold, daughter Carol Ann (Traci Ritter) Mills of
Lansing, Harold L. “Harry” (Linda) Mills of Jackson and Douglas E. (Brenda) Mills of
Marshall; 7 grandchildren and numerous great-grandchildren; and numerous nieces and
nephews. She was preceded in death by her parents, her sister Beulah Kaiser, and her 3
brothers Francis “Bud” Bearman, Larry Bearman, and Norman Bearman.
Friends may call at the Marshall Chapel of Kempf Family Funeral and Cremation Services,
723 US Hwy 27 N., on Thursday evening, September 12, 2019 from 5PM-8PM, where
Ruth’s family will gather to share memories with them.
Funeral services celebrating her life and her Lord will be held on Friday, Sept. 13, at 11AM
at the First Baptist Church in Albion, 980 Haven Road with Pastor Tom Hollowood
officiating.
Interment will follow at Riverside Cemetery in Albion.
The family suggests that contributions in Ruth’s memory be made to either Oaklawn
Hospice (www.oaklawnhospital.org/services/hospice) or Albion First Baptist Church , 980
Haven Road, Albion, MI 49224 or assistance is available at the funeral home.
Visit www.kempffuneralhome.com to sign the online guest register and leave a message
to the family.
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Comments

“

Our condolences to all of the Mills family. Harold was our mailman for years. He and
Ruth were a wonderful couple to emulate. The were always smiling and pleasant.
Harold, you and the family will be in our prayers. Terry and Diane DeWeerd

Terry and Diane - Yesterday at 01:58 PM

“

Deepest sympathy to the Mills family. Sending love and prayers

Vicki Soltis - September 13 at 11:55 AM

“

Sending my condolences to the Mills families. May she rest in peace in the arms of
Gods angels.

Barbara J. Gary - September 12 at 10:09 PM

“

Our thoughts and prayers are with you and your entire family. Our faith gives us
comfort that we will see our love ones again one day soon in heaven. May God’s
love comfort you during this time of loss.

Janet and Mark OConnell - September 11 at 06:17 PM

“

Timothy Toney lit a candle in memory of Ruth Idella Mills

Timothy Toney - September 11 at 11:18 AM

“

Josh Fleming lit a candle in memory of Ruth Idella Mills

Josh Fleming - September 11 at 10:45 AM

“

I am so sorry to read of Ruth’s passing. My mom, Jerry Gillette, thought the world of
Ruth and Harold and did a lot of volunteering together and belonged to all the clubs
together. My condolences to the family. You are all in my thoughts and prayers!
Peggy Domingo

Peggy Domingo - September 11 at 10:14 AM

“

We are so sorry for the loss of your mother. Our thoughts and prayers are with you
and your family.

Debbie Reichow - September 11 at 09:09 AM

“

Doug,we are so sorry for the loss of your mom. Our thoughts and prayers are with
you and your family.

Chris & Verna (Lindsay) Meneguzzo - September 11 at 08:49 AM

“

My prayers to you and your family Doug. So sorry for your loss.

Jenni Kidder - September 10 at 08:10 PM

“

Doug, we sorry for your families loss and marvel at the many years of memories that
will carry your family forward.

Jack & Kathy Vandy Bogurt - September 10 at 04:53 PM

“

My Aunt Ruth was one of the sweetest, kindest woman I know. I will miss my visits
with her and talking about old times, new times and everything else we found to talk
about. I love you Aunt Ruth. My prayers and thoughts are with my Uncle Harold and
my cousins, Harry, Doug and Carol. Love you all.

Shari Mills Immonen - September 10 at 04:20 PM

