Lawrence G. "Larry" Bair
March 15, 1948 - November 3, 2019

Lawrence G. “Larry” Bair, 71, of Battle Creek, passed away at his home in the care of his
wife and daughters on Sunday morning, Nov. 3, 2019 after being ill this past month.
Larry was born on March 15, 1948 in Kalamazoo to Herbert T. and Cornelia E. (Clapp)
Bair. He grew up at the family home on Crooked Lake in the Texas Corners area of
Kalamazoo County. He attended Mattawan High School and graduated in 1966. He then
attended Kellogg Community College until he was drafted into the U.S. Navy in 1967 to
serve during the VietNam War. He became a Navy Corpsman. Larry first was stationed in
Bethesda, MD and worked in the Cardiac Unit of Bethesda Naval Hospital. He was later
transferred to Great Lakes Naval Station in Chicago and worked in the Psychiatric Ward
caring for returning VietNam veterans. Due to his father’s illness he was given an
Honorable Discharge to return home to care for his family in 1969.
When Larry was growing up he noticed a cute girl at school, Cynthia M. “Cindy” Haas. He
made a habit of crossing the lake to the Haas family’s store where Cindy was working!
They became a regular dating couple when they were 16 years old. They married on
December 27, 1968 in Mattawan at St. John Bosco Church.
After his Honorable Discharge the couple returned to Lawton. They later moved to Paw
Paw where Larry built the family home. In 1976 they bought the former Pittsburgh Paint
Store in downtown Battle Creek, renaming it “Bair’s Decorating Center”. Larry and Cindy
moved the business from downtown to Columbia Avenue in 1992 and operated there until
selling the business in 2001. Larry became a realtor for Pierce Realty and then Remax
Perrett Associates. In 2007, Larry became a broker and established Bair Realty.
Larry was a dedicated public safety officer. In the early 1990’s he joined the Newton
Township Fire Department and shortly after that the Emmett Township Department of
Public Safety. During his time at Emmett Township Larry was a member of the fire
prevention committee. This team of officers went into schools during fire prevention week
and taught fire safety to the students. He served both departments for 25 years before

retiring. Since the 2009 opening of FireKeepers Casino he was employed as a
Security/EMT Officer.
He volunteered at the first and second Hot Air Balloon Championship in Battle Creek and
was in charge of land owner relations. He earned his Hot Air Balloon Pilot’s License and
he eventually bought his own balloon. He was later hired to design and fly the Pittsburgh
Paint balloon which took him around the country to different events. He was also in charge
of training pilots for the McGruff Balloon Team.
Larry was devoted to his family and always put them first. He enjoyed camping and fishing
with his children and grandchildren. He had a heart for young people in the community
and he sponsored many youth sport teams in the area. He poured into the people that he
worked/interacted with and served as a mentor to many.
Surviving are his beloved wife and partner of 50 years, Cindy; their daughters Shelley
(Cameron) Hoover of Battle Creek, Julie (Chad Stephenson) Bair of Battle Creek, and
Laura (Dan) Swain of Fishers, Indiana; his grandchildren Noah Hoover, Mitchell BairPollard, and twins Colin and Jacob Swain. He was preceded in death by his parents, a
half-sister Patsy Bair and half-brother David Bair.
The family will gather to greet friends and share memories at the Battle Creek Chapel of
Kempf Family Funeral and Cremation Services at 2838 Capital Avenue SW on Friday,
Nov. 8 from 2PM-4PM and 6PM-8PM. Services to celebrate his life will be held at the
Battle Creek Chapel of Kempf’s on Saturday, Nov. 9, at 11AM with his sister-in-law Rev.
Patricia Haas of the United Methodist Church officiating. Fire Department Honors will be
conducted by the Emmett Township Department of Public Safety and the Newton Fire
Department. Cremation will follow the services.
Interment with military honors will be at Fort Custer National Cemetery at a later date.
The family suggests memorials in Larry’s memory to either Emmett Township Officer's
Association or Newton Fire Department. Assistance with memorials is available at
Kempf’s.

Events
NOV
8

Visitation

02:00PM - 04:00PM

Battle Creek Chapel of Kempf Family Funeral and Cremation Services
2838 Capital Ave. S.W., Battle Creek, MI, US, 49015

NOV
8

Visitation

06:00PM - 08:00PM

Battle Creek Chapel of Kempf Family Funeral and Cremation Services
2838 Capital Ave. S.W., Battle Creek, MI, US, 49015

NOV
9

Celebration of Life

11:00AM - 12:00PM

Battle Creek Chapel of Kempf Family Funeral and Cremation Services
2838 Capital Ave. S.W., Battle Creek, MI, US, 49015

Comments

“

An external video has been added.

Kempf Family Funeral & Cremation Services - November 09 at 12:17 PM

“

Papa Bair
You are dearly missed. All of the shenanigans you put up with from Jewel and I. All of
the sleepovers you put up with. Most of all I will miss the truly comforting Papa Bair
hugs. Love you with all of my heart !!!
Julie Griggs

Julie Griggs - November 09 at 09:58 AM

“

I worked with you for about 1 year and after that i seen you many times during my
visits. you was fun and great guy to work with. even for 1 year of working with you, i
still consider you and others as friends and family and i wish i knew the last time you
greeted me at the doors was your last. I thank you for trying to help me on the job
too. i did learn from you and always will remember that. RIP Bair.

John Porter - November 09 at 02:39 AM

“

Kristy Jelinek lit a candle in memory of Lawrence G. "Larry" Bair

Kristy Jelinek - November 08 at 06:20 PM

“

Larry will be deeply missed by many. He was an impressive man, he always had
such a giving heart. His smile and love will always be among us. Our thoughts and
prayers go out to the family.

Michelle Barnes - November 08 at 03:55 PM

“

So very saddened to hear the passing of Larry. He was truly an awesome guy. I had
the privilege of crewing for him with Cindy with the girls. He always had a great smile
and awesome Bair hugs.
One of my favorite memories of Larry, was when were were at Binder Park Zoo for
one of the Balloon picnics. He was taking a siesta under a shade tree near the creek,
and of course one of the BC Enquirer & News reporters said if us queens would
throw him in... he would put the pic on the front page. So of course we obliged, he
didn't awake until he hit the ice cold water.
He was a great sport, and promised to get even.
Sending deepest sympathy to Cindy, Shelly, Julie, Laura and families. RIP Bair in the
air!!

Deb Decker - November 07 at 04:41 PM

“

Cindy and family, soooo sorry to hear of Larry’s passing. My family have wonderful
memories of the Bair Family, but especially Santa Bair who always came to 66
Orchard Place each year, even for graduations. You are in our thoughts and prayers.
Hugs, Janie Hoelscher Strong, Brad & Matt Hoelscher

Janie Strong - November 07 at 02:48 PM

“

I have often thought of Larry and all those early mornings spent on the road chasing
his hot air balloon as he worked to get his license. The girls and I would eat some
breakfast and trail the balloon around the back roads of Michigan, once having to
turn the trailer and car around in the middle of a corn field! He gave me my first job
as well as trusting me to take care of his beautiful daughters. Larry was a very
special person and I know I am better for having been blessed to know him and your
family. Cindy, Shelley, Julie and Laura, you are all in my prayers.

Joan Faber Jaconette - November 07 at 10:34 AM

“

So sorry to hear of Larry’s passing. He and Cindy were great neighbors for many years.
Cindy and all the girls are in our prayers.
kathy harris - November 08 at 01:06 PM

“

Michael Rhoades lit a candle in memory of Lawrence G. "Larry" Bair

Michael Rhoades - November 07 at 09:45 AM

“

Larry was a great man who I had the pleasure of knowing thru out the years, you will
be missed by many people.

John Allwardt - November 07 at 09:26 AM

“

John Allwardt lit a candle in memory of Lawrence G. "Larry" Bair

John Allwardt - November 07 at 09:24 AM

“

When I met Larry we were instant friends. He just exuded this warmth that made
people gravitate to him. Larry took me under his wing and taught me so much. Larry
was a fabulous mentor but the greatest thing he ever taught me was to laugh at
myself and not to ever take life too seriously. Over the years we shared many
memories and lots of laughs. Larry's infectious laugh caused many "laugh until you
cry" moments for alot of us. I remember the first time I saw Larry herd all of his
chickens and how funny it was to see them come running to him when he called
them to him "heeere chick, chick, chick." It is these types of moments that I like to
remember him by. I will always cherish the time I got to spend with Larry on this
earth. I will carry him with me in my heart for the rest of my days and when I am
feeling defeated or down will remember his words of wisdom "There can always be a
better day." Until we meet again, my friend. <3 <3

Lindsay Hamilton - November 06 at 08:11 PM

“

Thank you for your service to Emmett and Newton Township Larry. My prayers go
out to the family.

Rick Denney - November 06 at 02:15 PM

“

1 file added to the album Memories Album

Tony Geigle - November 06 at 08:57 AM

“

Sarah French lit a candle in memory of Lawrence G. "Larry" Bair

Sarah French - November 06 at 04:22 AM

“

Shelley, Julie and family,
I am very sorry to hear about your loss. My prayers and thoughts will be with you all
in your time of need.
Cathy(Culp)Carr

Cathy Carr - November 05 at 09:20 PM

“

Marsha Porter lit a candle in memory of Lawrence G. "Larry" Bair

Marsha porter - November 05 at 08:24 PM

“

We were very sad to hear about Larry’s passing. We had the pleasure of knowing
Larry for years through the paint store, to Balloon shows, to our visits to Firekeepers.
He was always so much fun, those big smiles and a good “ole” bear hugs. Heaven
has certainly gained another good soul, we will miss you... our deepest condolences
to Cindy and the girls. May God hold you in his arms and carry you through the
coming days.
Jerry & Marsha Porter

Marsha porter - November 05 at 08:23 PM

“

Deepest sympathy, as well as thoughts and prayers for Larrys family. Larry was an
amazing man and friend. He always thought and cared about others, and was always
there for others to give them well appreciated emotional support and advise when
they needed someone to listen to them. He will be so very missed by all who knew
him. May Larry RIP above in heaven.

Sarah French - November 05 at 08:08 PM

“

Julie, I’m very sorry for your loss. Peace and blessings to your family

Marcia Wentworth - November 05 at 01:09 PM

“

May the Lord comfort the Bair family bringing them peace over Larry's journey back
to the Kingdom. Over the past 10+ years Larry has been a bright light and pillar
within our work environment. Larry's wisdom and integrity will be truly missed
however through our many discussions I know full-well we will see each other again
in Heaven. Well done good and faithful servant in Jesus name amen.

Mr. & Mrs. Joseph W. Sharrar - November 05 at 11:46 AM

“

I have so many wonderful memories of Uncle Larry, coming back to Michigan this
weekend and knowing I won't get a big bair hug from him breaks my heart. He truly
was an amazing man. After losing my Dad (his brother) not so long ago, he was
always there for me and would call me often just to make sure I was doing ok. i will
miss him terriby and I hope he is sharing his laughter with Dave. They loved laughing
together.

Kimberly Scott - November 05 at 11:23 AM

“

We are so sorry to hear of the passing of Larry....prayers to the family....Greg and
Carol Habenicht

Carol Habenicht - November 05 at 10:05 AM

“

We are so sorry to hear of Larry's passing, Cindy. Your family will be in our thoughts
and prayers. Cathy and Pat Hirzel

Cathy and Pat Hirzel - November 05 at 09:46 AM

“

I remember Larry being a good man to everyone He was friend of my late husband
Jim Hard being on the Newton Fire Dept. he will be missed by a lot of people. Rest in
peace.
I am sorry for your loss.
KIM HARD

KIM HARD - November 05 at 05:48 AM

“

I'm so sorry for your loss. My thoughts and prayers are with you. He will be missed
my minie people.

Duane Packer - November 05 at 01:49 AM

“

So sorry for your loss!

Dave Gibson - November 04 at 10:17 PM

“

So very sorry about Larry. He always had a big smile and enjoyed flying!

Donn Fox - November 04 at 08:49 PM

“

So sorry for your loss. Our thoughts and prayers are with all of you.

Chris Pelton - November 04 at 07:18 PM

“

So sorry for your loss. My thoughts and prayers are with you all.

Betsy Frost Hunt-Orsargos - November 04 at 06:45 PM

“

So sorry for your loss. I worked with Larry at row casino. He always had a contagious
smile. He was the sweetest man around. My prayers are with you.

Annmarie (Cafe 24/7) - November 04 at 05:28 PM

“

I'm still struggling to accept this loss. Our RE/MAX family loved Larry and considered
him family. We are so sorry to see him go. Our hearts, prayers and offers of help go
out to Cindy and the girls. Larry was a big ol' Pappa Bear. I'll miss his smile, his
humor and his hugs. Heaven is a brighter place with Larry in it.

Lisa Damron - November 04 at 04:44 PM

“

I remember meeting Larry for the first time at the casino, and everyone wanting me
to shake his hand. Being the curious guy I was I took up the offer to shake his hand,
and I quickly learned why everyone wanted me to do that (for those of you that don’t
know Larry had a vice grip for hands). After that I really enjoyed watching the new
officers shake Larry’s hand.
Throughout the years that Larry and I worked together we would run medical calls,

take care of drunk people, and occasionally have to remove people from the
property. Yet, every time I was on a call, whether it be a medical, a drunk, or
someone doing something stupid I was always glad to have Larry with me. I knew
that no matter what he would have my back. He was a great bear of a man to have in
your corner, plus those vice grip mitts he had were nice too!
Despite his sternness towards drunkards and people doing dumb things he also
enjoyed a good laugh. This brings me to a time where we were trying to show what
an NPA could do (this device is about the width of a normal finger, about 5 inches
long, gets lubed up, and inserted into the nose of a generally unresponsive person).
Well we had a volunteer, Jason, who was willing to get this thing inserted while he
was still awake. I attempted to shove this thing into Jason’s nose, but I could not
bring myself to do that to my friend. We were about to give up, but then enter Larry.
Larry grabs the NPA, holds Jason’s head, and jams that airway home! I believe
everyone in that room was surprised at what just happened, especially Jason. Then
laughter, so much laughter most of were crying, including Jason who may have been
crying because his nasal cavity was violated.
Yet, this incident is what made Larry the loveable guy he was. He was one of us
young kids, he loved being around all of us, and would not be afraid to jump right into
our shenanigans. Sometimes his experience would save all of us from doing
something really stupid, but other times he would use that experience to enhance the
shenanigans. He was truly a one of a kind guy, that I will miss dearly. See you on the
other side Larry.

Zack Shippell - November 04 at 02:33 PM

“

Dear Aunt Cindy and girls,
I am so saddened to hear about Larry's passing. He was such an important person to
me growing up and I have so many great memories of chasing the balloon and
visiting your house and of all of our family gatherings. I'll always remember his sense
of humor and warm presence. So sorry we will not be able to attend the service but
please know we love you all and are keeping you in our thoughts. RIP Uncle Larry. Beth, Daniel and girls

Elizabeth Zahradnicek-Haas - November 04 at 02:04 PM

“

(((Hugs))) and prayers, Cindy, our thoughts are with you and the girls! We were just
the other day remembering the ballooning weekends and what fun the guys had with
several pilots in one balloon!

Carol Dickerson - November 04 at 01:18 PM

“

Cindy, I am so sorry to hear about Larry's passing. Larry was a great guy and will be
missed. Prayers to you and the kids. Terry Elliott.

Terry Elliott - November 04 at 12:29 PM

“

Cindy. We are so sorry for your loss, and wish we could do something to lessen the
pain. So many memories .. Where to begin? Many many visits with fresh eggs and
peach pie, a balloon ride over my house on Gull Lake, his gentle ways and good
heart. You and the family are in our prayers, we have lost a good man. Much love
from the Kirklands

Judy Kirkland - November 04 at 12:27 PM

“

Larry was an outstanding man in every way, and my heart goes out to his mourning
family. I'm sorry I will be out of town this week for the viewing and funeral, but I will
cherish those last few moments with you all last Friday night.
~Talia Champlin

Talia Champlin - November 04 at 12:23 PM

“

Larry was a sweetheart and pleasure to work with. I'm so sorry to hear of his
passing. My condolences to his family during this difficult time.

Sally S - November 04 at 12:18 PM

“

Cindy, I'm so sorry to hear about Larry. You and your family will always be a part of
ours. I found this and I think its fitting for a fallen firefighter. BE STRONG AND
COURAGEOUS, DO NOT BE TERRIFIED; DO NOT BE DISCOURAGED, FOR THE
LORD YOUR GOD WILL BE WITH YOU WHEREVER YOU GO. Keep in mind
Emmett is just a call away! Randy, Barb, Randi, and Peri Kurtzman

Randy Kurtzman - November 04 at 09:09 AM

